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In an effort to cut back on our spending while preserving  
our “green” responsibilities, we are exploring ways to stretch  
every dollar spent. By presenting our 2008 Annual Report in  
an interactive electronic format on this CD rather than in the 
usual printed format, Habitat for Humanity Toronto is saving 
approximately 30% in cost and hundreds of pounds of paper. 
These significant cost savings will be invested into continuing 
to fulfill our mission of building affordable housing for Toronto 
families living in need.
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Who We Are (continued)

Values
Partnership: We believe we can best achieve our mission through meaningful and 
mutually beneficial partnerships with others.

Faith in action: We believe that faith is lived through action. Building on our Christian 
foundation, we serve and work with people of all faiths and beliefs in a spirit of  
justice and compassion.

Diversity and Inclusiveness: We believe there is a role for everyone committed to our 

vision, mission and values and we seek to enrich our organization through diversity.
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Message from  
the CEO
NEIL HETHERINGTON
Chief Executive Officer, 
Habitat for Humanity Toronto

Habitat for Humanity Toronto celebrated many “firsts” this year – marking 20 years as 
an organization, moving Habitat’s 100th family into their new home, and fostering key 
partnerships that will allow for future developments. 

Habitat for Humanity Toronto’s successful projects for 2008 include the Pilkington build. 
Built in cooperation with the Monarch Corporation, this site is now home to a family of 
10 people – the largest Habitat partner family in Toronto. The Wave Development was 
another Habitat for Humanity Toronto achievement as it was the first high-rise to be 
built by a Habitat affiliate in Canada. This project was made possible with the support 
of the Daniels Corporation.

Another first is the amazing success of the Habitat Toronto ReStore when we set a 
new bar for affiliates across the nation by hitting a new record in sales.

 (Continued on next slide)
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Message from Deputy 
Chief Jane Dick

When deciding which charitable venture the women of the Toronto Police Service 
(TPS) would take on next, we thought of Habitat for Humanity Toronto right away. Not 
only because of the prominent name they have and work they have accomplished in 
the community, but because of our paralleled vision – to eliminate the affects of poverty 
housing on the city and improving the lives and success rates of those in need. 

We also wanted to do something that was geared towards the involvement of our 
female staff members. The Habitat for Humanity Toronto Women Build spoke to our 
crew as it promoted women involvement and empowerment.

Our initial goal was to raise $100,000 in support of one home for the Women Build, 
and were amazed with the overwhelming donations and support we received in our 
fundraising efforts. At first we were unsure that we would reach our target, but were 

incredibly inspired when we not only reached our goal, but doubled it in a short time.

 (Continued on next slide)

Executive Command, Toronto Police Service
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Gaby’s story 
Gabriele Kremnitz, “Gaby”, has 250 reasons to be proud. Her two-bedroom home in  
Mississauga marked a milestone as the 250th home built by Habitat for Humanity Canada.

Originally from Toronto, Gaby married and moved to Alberta. Tragically, her husband 
was killed in an auto accident, and left her a single mom to 10-month-old Harvey. She 
then returned to Toronto where she stayed with her mother. 

Gaby moved around over the months, at one point living in an unfinished basement 
with her young son. Finally, she was able to move to subsidized housing when Harvey 
was three years old.

After doing her research, Gaby found Habitat for Humanity and was accepted in 1994 as 
a partner family, and moved into her new home in 1997. Her determination was reflected 
in the 700 hours of sweat equity she worked, well beyond the required 500 hours.

For the past 11 years, Gaby and now 25-year-old Harvey have been proud to be Habitat 
homeowners and love coming home to a safe, decent and affordable home they can 
call their own. 

PARTNER FAMILIES FROM THE PAST 

PA
ST
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Audrey McDonald
Audrey McDonald learned about Habitat for Humanity Toronto not a moment too soon. 
Having had a son born with special needs, Audrey was provided with both a blessing 
and intense new challenges. To make matters worse, their living situation found Audrey 
and her son sharing a small one bedroom apartment that was inadequately heated, 
without proper supply of hot water, and riddled with rodents.

It is a dream come true for Audrey to be able to own her own home. Having taken 
care of others for so long and having not had a place of her own, she now has a home 
to settle down and plant her roots. In November 2008, The McDonald family moved 
into their new high-rise Habitat home which is part of The Wave Development in the 
Elsinore Path neighborhood of Etobicoke. 

There are many ways in which their new home has changed their lives, but one of the 
most important is that it has given them stability and allowed them to once and for all 
break out of the cycle of poverty. It has also helped them continue to do what they 
love – taking walks, seeing movies, and spending time as a family. 

PARTNER FAMILIES FROM THE PRESENT 
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Volunteer Awards
Much to celebrate – More to build
On November 19, 2008, Habitat for Humanity Toronto celebrated its 20th anniversary 
at The Roundhouse, Steam Whistle Brewing. The awards were attended by our 
partner families, volunteers, donors, and staff who helped us mark this milestone 
with an evening of festivities. 

As we continue to make strides in building more homes in our community, we felt it 
was important to recognize and honour the volunteers who have made this organization 
great at the annual awards ceremony.
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Volunteer Awards
office Volunteer aWard 
Julie csak
Julie Csak has been volunteering with HFHT since April 
2004. Her passion and commitment to the organization is 
obvious through her weekly shifts in the office. Whatever 
needs to be done, from covering reception, photocopying 
and filing, to database maintenance, there’s nothing that 
Julie isn’t willing to help out with. 

restore/salVage aWard 
lois adams
Since 2000 when Lois started as a volunteer with Habitat 
for Humanity Toronto at the ReStore (back at our Coldwater 
location) she has been helping us in countless ways. Lois’ 
infectious energy is not limited to Habitat. She spends the 
rest of her spare time preparing dinner for seniors and also 
cooks for the Out of the Cold Program.  
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Toronto

The Habitat for Humanity Toronto ReStores sell new and 
gently used renovation materials at 50% off retail prices.

reduce, reuse, recYcle… restore
2008 was also a great year to help Toronto become a little greener. Our three ReStore 

locations together diverted nearly 1,500 tons of landfill through the salvage program.  

Proving that ReStores are not only an economical choice, but an eco-friendly choice too!

The Habitat for Humanity Toronto ReStores sell new and gently used renovation 

materials at 50% off retail prices. The proceeds from these sales go to cover all 

Habitat Toronto’s administration costs. This ensures that every dollar donated to 

Habitat for Humanity goes directly toward building homes for low income families. 
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Lead Home Donors

PARTNER IN SUSTAINABILITY
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$100,000 +
GIFT IN KIND

CGC Inc.

DeWalt Industrial Tool Co

Dufferin Concrete

Halstead International 

Hunter Douglas

International Comfort Products LLC

Owens-Corning Canada Inc

Whirlpool Canada Inc

WRP Neighbourhood Housing
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$50,000 - $99,999
GIFT IN KIND

Blanco Canada Inc

Drive Products

IPEX Inc. 

Mirolin Industries Corp.

Royal Pipe Systems
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$25,000 - $49,999
GIFT IN KIND

Caroma Canada Industries Ltd.

The Daniels Corporation

EMCO Corporation

Euro Fase Inc

Hanson Brick

The Home Depot

Parmiss Ghooparanloo and  
John Mehlenbacher

ODL Inc

Barbara Shum

Styletto Design Inc
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$10,000 - $24,999
GIFT IN KIND

Aciflex Industries

American-Standard

Lynn Bevan

Brenlo Ltd.

Graham Brown

Joe and Laurissa Canavan

Lawrence Dale

Ian and Ute Durrell

DVI Lighting Inc

Jeffrey Fialkov

Avelino Fonseca

Tony Gornick

Laura Lamarche

Joanne McLeod

Morgan Mae Enterprises

Moxie Trades

Mike Mueller

Oakdale Kitchens Inc

Oakville Stamping and Bending

ProLogis

Matthew Stone

UCAN Warehousing

David Vanderwood

Neil Warshafsky

Weiser Lock

Wolseley Canada

Nigel Wright
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Thank You!

www.torontohabitat.ca

416-755-7353
120 eglinton ave east, suite 600, Toronto, on m4p 1e2
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